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Light up the dawn for Anzac Day 

This Anzac Saturday, for the first time in its 93 year history, there will be no dawn service 

for people to observe together. However, we can still honour the memory of the brave 

soldiers and service people that sacrificed their lives for our country. 

As an alternative to the dawn service; The RSL has proposed we stand outside our 

driveway, at 0555 hours, for a minute’s silence. We ask all to light a candle, and think of 

a prayer for all the Anzac's, as we stand silently in remembrance. 

Many of the fallen heroes were young, and never had the chance for families of their 

own. Australia was deprived of the men these soldiers would have grown to be; Fathers, 

Builders, Doctors, Artists, Leaders, their loss for future generations is incalculable, and 

we will always feel that void. That is why we will remember them, lest we forget. 
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Bishop Brian Mascord we will be broadcasting a prayer liturgy at 6am on ANZAC Day (Saturday 25 
April) here and on our YouTube channel and Facebook page.    

Later in the morning, Bishop Brian will be celebrating Mass at the Cathedral House which will be 
livestreamed at 8am on the Lumen Christi YouTube channel. 

 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. Lest we forget. 

Lumen Christi Catholic Parishes 

Wollongong 

 

PS:  For your information -  this is EST which may not be LIVE in Perth but can surely be 

available on the Youtube channel at a later time.  However, it may also become available 

on TV.   Please share information with me to pass onto others.  Thank you. 

 

  

https://dow.sh/YouTube
https://www.facebook.com/WollongongCatholic


THE MYSTERY OF “40” 

 

Dear Friends, Shalom from Fr. Joseph. 

By the end of April, it will be almost 40 days since we have closed our Churches, have enclosed 

ourselves in our homes, have stopped driving and going to places. Almost all of our human activities 

have been suspended. We have undergone ”locked down” situation, wondering how long it will go 

on….?? 

However, as believers and Christians the number 40 has a prophetic and religious significance. 40 is 

an important Biblical number. It all started with the history of Salvation designed by God. 

At the time of Noah in the Old Testament it rained for 40 days, causing the Greatest Deluge in history. 

Moses the great Prophet stayed 40 days in Prayer before God as he received the Ten Commandments. 

EXODUS from Egypt to Canaan took 40 years travel under the leadership of Moses. 

Jonah, the prophet received the news of Nineveh’s conversion after 40 days of preaching. 

Jesus, our Lord Himself, fasted for 40 days before He began his Public Ministry. 

We ourselves observe 40 days of Fasting during the season of Lent. 

In our life 40 years of life is an important milestone. 

And so on, in the whole of the Bible, whenever number 40 is mentioned Big Changes have taken place. 

CORONA-40: Now, we are almost 40 days in Lock Down. What is happening? 

Many good things seem to have happened: 

The Streets in Cities and Towns are kept clean of dust and dirt. There is no more Air Pollution. Rivers 

and Water ways have been purified. Plants and Gardens have grown well, look green and safe. There 

seem to be no crime situation in city streets and no looting. 

Hospitals and Doctors give better treatments to people. 

The Land and Earth are resting. Family Values have improved. 

Relationships have been strengthened. 

Most people have turned to God in Prayer. 

Online Religious services and celebrations have become popular and have more participants. 

At home, men have learnt cooking and children have learnt to play together and learn. 

Televisions have changed programs for better entertainments. 

Likewise, we can go on counting the benefits of these 40 days of lockdown. On the whole the very 

year of 2020 (20+20=40) has gained a great significance.  

 

 



What is going to be the Future? 

A better Society, better living conditions, better way of looking at life and things, better way of keeping 

and practising Faith, a new approach to material things in life… 

More Love, more Respect, more Care, more Happiness and Joy, more Praise to God. 

May all these happen in our society. 

For a New Lifestyle…Please open the New Testament and please read Letter to Colossians 3/1- 17. 

 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALL, THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 

 

 

 

 

An Easter song for you which came from Papua New Guinea 

 

 

He’s alive the stone has been rolled away 

He’s alive He’s no longer where He Lay 

He’s alive you can hear the Angels sing 

Let Heaven and rejoice He’s alive 

 

Sing Alleluia Sing Alleluia  

Jesus is alive, live for evermore 

Sing Alleluia Sing Alleluia  

Let Heaven and rejoice He’s alive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A PRAYER TO OUR NATIONAL PATRON DURING THE CORONA VIRUS PANDEMIC 

 

Mary, Help of Christians, we fly to you today as your beloved children. We ask you to intercede for us 

with your Son, as you did at the wedding in Cana, 

Pray for us, loving Mother and gain for our nation and world, and for all our families and loved ones, 

the protection of God’s holy angels that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 

For those already affected, we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance. Hear the cry of 

those who are vulnerable and fearful, wipe away their tears and help them to trust. 

In this time of trial and testing, teach all of us in the Church to love one another and to be patient and 

kind. Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our hearts. 

We come to you with confidence, knowing that you truly are our compassionate Mother, health of the 

sick and cause of our joy. Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, keep us in the embrace of 

your arms, and help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen. 

 

Live in Christ Weekend Seminar 15th-18th May 

As the church is in lockdown because of the COVID-19, the planned Live in Christ Weekend Seminar 

15th-18th May is cancelled. However, Parishioners, in preparation for Pentecost Sunday, can participate 

in a Holy Spirit Retreat online with the Vincentian Retreat Centre Perth Youtube 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmuZ9n_gVlbg4NeVF6ZIuVQ . It is free but you need to register 

at Pentecost Registration Link: https://forms.gle/4RNmvGYFHw23V2oB6. It is a 5-day Retreat from 

Monday 18th to Friday 22nd May 2020.    

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmuZ9n_gVlbg4NeVF6ZIuVQ
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&v=txFzem49q4c&q=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2F4RNmvGYFHw23V2oB6&redir_token=FmHdsnJ9R7vCBpTmu9l_T_4VgFh8MTU4NzQ3MDA2MEAxNTg3MzgzNjYw


Life In Christ Seminar has been cancelled for the May 2020 date and we will discuss a future day 

when the virus situation is over. 

 

St Francis of Assisi Website 

To find out what has been happening during the lockdown of our Parish go to the revamped Parish 

website www.stfrancisofassisi.org.au.  In the website you will find Fr Joseph’s Reflections, an Easter 

Mass, Past Bulletins, Online Masses, Children’s activities, etc. Almost all of the emails/information sent 

out are uploaded on the website.  

Fr Joseph has offered an Easter Mass for the Parishioners click: 

http://www.stfrancisofassisi.org.au/index.php/news-events/parish-news 

 

For the Sick: Simon Hall, Elaine & George Beswick, James Paul, Joan Andree, Rose Graham,  

Edna Tulkar, Camilla Di Renzo, Candice, Anna Drysdale, Ann-Marie Colleen, Rosa Maria Santos,  

Molly Brokhenshire, Francisco & Sebastiana Lopes Da Cruz (Jakarta),  Roland Aungsein, 

Xavier  Fernandez, Reniel De Leon, Doreen Webber, Colene, Fernando Xavier, Gleno & Luiz Gonzaga 

Dili (East Timor), Caroline Wise, Bob Ranford, Philip and Noelle Payet, Peter  Lloyd, Sardar Correia, 

Lynette Arnold, Carmela Ridolfo, Brian Hookens, Lawrence, Tania Gilbert, Andre Beauford, 

George Pillay, Von Lockwood, Alma McDonald. 

Contact Monica Holmes, Parish Secretary for names to be added or deleted to the Sick List. 

 

In Memoriam:   Kathleen June Jefferies, Xavier Fernandez, Josephine WING,  Ada Cassidy, Edward C 

Thornton, Francis Rafferty, Alan Crofts, Peter Giumelli, Marlene D'Cruz, Ian M Wright, Dolly Marshall 

 

Recently Deceased:  Kathleen June Jefferies, mother of Kathleen Smith, passed away peacefully at 

the Midland Nursing Home on Monday 6th April 2020.  A small private funeral will be held next week at 

10.00am next Thursday 30 April 20 at Christian Funeral Company in Maylands. 

Please keep Roy & Kathleen and their families in your prayers. 

 

Mass for Death Anniversaries 

Due to the current situation you are not able to follow the normal procedure of offering mass for your 

near and dear.  Please note that if you would like to do so you can email their names and date for 

mass to the Office.  Fr Joseph will include them in his daily mass. If you wish to give money in an 

envelope to Father then you can drop it into his letterbox which is the 3rd gate of the Church.  Please 

write details on the envelope. 

 

http://www.stfrancisofassisi.org.au/
http://www.stfrancisofassisi.org.au/index.php/news-events/parish-news


 

3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER READINGS 
 
First Reading 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles                                                                      2:14, 22–33 
 
On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and addressed the crowd in a loud voice: ‘Men 
of Israel, listen to what I am going to say: Jesus the Nazarene was a man commended to you by God 
by the miracles and portents and signs that God worked through him when he was among you, as you 
all know. This man, who was put into your power by the deliberate intention and foreknowledge of 
God, you took and had crucified by men outside the Law. You killed him, but God raised him to life, 
freeing him from the pangs of Hades; for it was impossible for him to be held in its power since, as 
David says of him: 
I saw the Lord before me always, for with him at my right hand nothing can shake me. 
So my heart was glad and my tongue cried out with joy; 
my body, too, will rest in the hope that you will not abandon my soul to Hades nor allow your holy 
one to experience corruption. 
You have made known the way of life to me, you will fill me with gladness through your presence. 
 
‘Brothers, no one can deny that the patriarch David himself is dead and buried: his tomb is still with 
us. But since he was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn him an oath to make one of his 
descendants succeed him on the throne, what he foresaw and spoke about was the resurrection of the 
Christ: he is the one who was not abandoned to Hades, and whose body did not experience corruption. 
God raised this man Jesus to life, and all of us are witnesses to that. Now raised to the heights by 
God’s right hand, he has received from the Father the Holy Spirit, who was promised, and what you 
see and hear is the outpouring of that Spirit.’ 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm -                     Lord, you will show us the path of life. 

Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. I say to the Lord: ‘You 
are my God. O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; it 
is you yourself who are my prize.’ R.  

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, who even at night 
directs my heart. I keep the Lord ever in my sight: since he is 
at my right hand, I shall stand firm. R. 

And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; even my body shall 
rest in safety. For you will not leave my soul among the dead, 
nor let your beloved know decay. R. 

You will show me the path of life, and the fullness of joy in 

your presence, at your right hand happiness forever. R.   

Second reading 1 Peter 1:17-21  

If you are acknowledging as your Father one who has no favourites and judges everyone according 

to what he has done, you must be scrupulously careful as long as you are living away from your home. 

Remember, the ransom that was paid to free you from the useless way of life your ancestors handed 

down was not paid in anything corruptible, neither in silver nor gold, but in the precious blood of a 

lamb without spot or stain, namely Christ; who, though known since before the world was made, has 

been revealed only in our time, the end of the ages, for your sake. Through him you now have faith 

in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory for that very reason – so that you would 

have faith and hope in God. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Lord Jesus, explain the Scriptures to us. 

Make our hearts burn within us as you talk to us. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 



Gospel Luke 24:13-35  

 

Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way to a village called Emmaus, seven miles from 

Jerusalem, and they were talking together about all that had happened. Now as they talked this over, 

Jesus himself came up and walked by their side; but something prevented them from recognising him. 

He said to them, ‘What matters are you discussing as you walk along?’ They stopped short, their faces 

downcast. 

Then one of them, called Cleopas, answered him, ‘You must be the only person staying in Jerusalem 

who does not know the things that have been happening there these last few days.’ ‘What things?’ he 

asked. ‘All about Jesus of Nazareth’ they answered ‘who proved he was a great prophet by the things 

he said and did in the sight of God and of the whole people; and how our chief priests and our leaders 

handed him over to be sentenced to death, and had him crucified. Our own hope had been that he 

would be the one to set Israel free. And this is not all: two whole days have gone by since it all 

happened; and some women from our group have astounded us: they went to the tomb in the early 

morning, and when they did not find the body, they came back to tell us they had seen a vision of 

angels who declared he was alive. Some of our friends went to the tomb and found everything exactly 

as the women had reported, but of him they saw nothing.’ 

Then he said to them, ‘You foolish men! So slow to believe the full message of the prophets! Was it 

not ordained that the Christ should suffer and so enter into his glory?’ Then, starting with Moses and 

going through all the prophets, he explained to them the passages throughout the scriptures that 

were about himself. 

When they drew near to the village to which they were going, he made as if to go on; but they pressed 

him to stay with them. ‘It is nearly evening’ they said ‘and the day is almost over.’ So he went in to 

stay with them. Now while he was with them at table, he took the bread and said the blessing; then 

he broke it and handed it to them. And their eyes were opened and they recognised him; but he had 

vanished from their sight. Then they said to each other, ‘Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked 

to us on the road and explained the scriptures to us?’ 

They set out that instant and returned to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven assembled together 

with their companions, who said to them, ‘Yes, it is true. The Lord has risen and has appeared to 

Simon.’ Then they told their story of what had happened on the road and how they had recognised 

him at the breaking of bread. 

 


