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Bulletin 
HOLY WEEK 

From Fr Joseph Rathnaraj 

 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

 
Divine Mercy prayer to eradicate the COVID-19 – see attachment.  I would encourage you to pray 
this Divine Mercy every day, preferably at 3:00pm as Jesus said: 
 
“At three o’clock, implore My mercy, especially for sinners; and, if only for a brief moment, immerse 
yourself in My Passion, particularly in My abandonment at the moment of agony. This is the hour of 
great mercy. In this hour I will refuse nothing to the soul that makes a request of Me in virtue of My 
Passion.”  
 
The Vincentian Priests will be praying online (click on Videos) the Divine Mercy Novena (Divine 
Mercy Hour) at 3:00pm from Good Friday 10th to 18th April 2020. On Divine Mercy Sunday 19th April 
– 3:00pm Divine Mercy Hour – 4:00pm Holy Mass. 

 

The call to Daily Prayer and Reflection: The Archbishop has asked for the Angelus Bell to be rung 

each day at the Cathedral at midday and if possible, at 6.00pm. He has invited all of us to turn our 

minds to God, or at least pause in reflection and preferably pray the Angelus at 6.00am, Noon and 

6.00pm. You may consider the best times for yourselves and/or united with others pray at the given 

hours: 

The Angelus Prayer 

The angel of the Lord declared unto Mary. 

R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. 

Hail Mary…… 

Behold the handmaid of the Lord. 

R. Be it done unto me according to your word 

Hail Mary …… 

The Word was made flesh 

R. And dwelt amongst us, 

Hail Mary …… 

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us Pray 

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts, that we to whom the incarnation of 

Christ your Son, was made known by the message of an angel, may , by his passion and cross, be 

brought to the glory of the resurrection. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Spiritual Reading: Throughout this week we may take time to read and reflect on the Passion of 

Our Lord from the Gospel of Matthew 26:14-27:66. As a Family you may gather to read the Passion 

either in parts or listen whilst an adult proclaims the passage. See attachment. 
  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmuZ9n_gVlbg4NeVF6ZIuVQ


6 April 2020 - Page | 2 

 

 

HOLY WEEK 

The Archbishop Timothy Costello will be celebrating live-stream Masses from St Mary’s Cathedral 

as follows: 

9th April – Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:00 pm 

10th April – Good Friday: Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion and Death at 3:00 pm 

11th April – Easter Vigil at 6:00 pm 

12th April – Easter Sunday at 11:00am 

 

They can be viewed from the different platforms: 

Archdiocese Website – www.perthcatholic.org.au 

Archdiocese Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/perthcatholic/ 

The Record YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMFFqA8iYLlIVIb72LXMYFQ/live 

 
Readings from Maundy Thursday: https://www.universalis.com/Australia/20200409/mass.htm 
 
On the Parish website www.stfrancisofassisi.org.au – News and Events > Parish News and scroll 
down to Liturgy there are resources for Holy Week. On Mass Times webpage there are links to online 
masses, globally. 
 
RECONCILIATION:  Fr Joseph will be hearing confessions from – Tuesday 7th April, 
Wednesday 8th April and Thursday 9th April from 5:00 to 6:00 pm. Parishioners are reminded 
to come in individually and self-distance. Fr Joseph will take the necessary precautions.  

 

Some words, attributed to Pope Francis, about helping one another: 

  

“Rivers do not drink their own water; 

Trees do not eat their own fruit; 

The sun does not shine on itself and flowers do not spread their fragrance for themselves. 

Living for others is a rule of nature. 

We are all born to help each other. No matter how difficult it is. 

Life is good when you are happy but much better when others are happy because of you. 

Let us instead remember that pain is a sign that we are alive. 

Problems are a sign that we are strong and prayer is a sign we are not alone! 

If we can acknowledge these truths and condition our hearts and minds, 

our lives will be more meaningful, different and worthwhile.” 

 

Thank You to all the parishioners who rang during these past weeks, enquiring after my well-

being. Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated.  

  

 

 

PLANNED GIVING 

 

Dear Parishioners 

 

KEEPING OUR PARISH SECURE: NOW AND IN THE FUTURE 

We are living through extraordinary times. In all my years as a priest I have never experienced the 

suspension of public Masses or parish gatherings. I know for so many of the parish this is a cause 

for great sorrow, particularly as we approach the great feasts of Easter. However, we do need to 

steel ourselves for the Coronavirus crisis to last for months – and for its impact to touch every 

household. 

Despite these challenges, we cannot lose heart. The work of the Church will continue. The work of 

our parish will and must go on, even if in different forms. 

http://www.perthcatholic.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/perthcatholic/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMFFqA8iYLlIVIb72LXMYFQ/live
https://www.universalis.com/Australia/20200409/mass.htm
http://www.stfrancisofassisi.org.au/
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But to continue to operate, our parish requires funding. 

The Archdiocese is helping where it can. It has worked with the Catholic Development Fund to 

provide loan relief for those parishes with loans for the next six months. Archbishop Costelloe has 

also suspended the 2020 Archdiocesan Assessment which supports the works of the Archdiocese. 

While such measures help to limit our outgoings, raising revenue is in our own hands. 

This is a difficult issue to raise given that we are entering uncertain economic times, the financial 

effects of which are already evident. I appreciate whatever our parishioners can provide and 

understand that those in difficulty may need to review their level of support. 

Our principal source of funding comes from our planned giving contributors. Many of you already 

contribute to sacrificial giving via direct debit. Not only is this a wonderful gift, it is a gift we can rely 

and plan around. 

With no public Masses, there are no collections. 

This is creating a significant shortfall in our revenue and reducing our ability to meet our financial 

commitments. 

There is a simple solution – Electronic Banking. 

One may choose to set up a direct debit (see attachment: CDF Direct Debit) or bank transfer, the 

choice is at one’s discretion. 

Could I please encourage everyone to use our parish’s direct debit facility to ensure that your planned 

giving contribution is maintained through these testing times. 

 If you have any queries please don’t hesitate to contact Flora Semblante maida.vale@perthcatholic.org.au 

she will be happy to assist you. 

Alternatively, the details for bank transfers are as follows: 

Name: St Francis Maida Vale 

BSB:  086 006 

Account No.: 665 505 564 

When making a contribution to the 2nd collection please quote your planned giving envelope number 

and name: example - 2nd 255 Smith 

Contributions to the 1st Collection for support of the parish priest please indicate your intention: 

example - 1st Collection. (name not required). 

For those already using direct debit for your parish contributions, I am deeply grateful. It means the 

work of the parish can continue in these difficult days. 

Thank you for your commitment to the parish. It is deeply appreciated. 

Please be assured that in my daily private Mass I am earnestly praying for you, your families and all 

parish intentions. Take comfort in God who has the whole world in his hands. Trust in Jesus. 

Fr. Joseph Rathnaraj and the Parish Finance Committee 

  

 PROJECT COMPASSION:  Week 6 

Dominic, 47 is a former teacher and father of six from Papua New Guinea. 

In 2016, he became involved with the Caritas Australia’s Safe House and Family Anonymous 

programs and turned a difficult life and an unhappy relationship around. 

The program provides gender-based violence prevention training, counselling services and safe 

accommodation for women and children survivors of violence. 

Now a community trainer, he works with other men to help them to change their behaviour and 

build more harmonious family lives. 

Dominic and his wife, Christophylda say that their relationship has been transformed – and their 

family life is now harmonious, happy and safe. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to help support the Safe House project and help bring 

greater harmony to families in Papua New Guinea: Let’s Go Further, Together. 

You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting 

www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413 or see attachment. 

mailto:maida.vale@perthcatholic.org.au
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


Divine Mercy Novena 

COVID-19 to be eradicated 

casualties, doctors, nurses, 
 health workers/cleaners,  

police, army, government and families 
and all those involved 

 
Opening Prayer: 
You expired, Jesus, but for the source of life 
gushed forth for souls, and an ocean of mercy 

opened up for the whole world. O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, 
envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us. 
 
O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a fount of 
mercy for us, I trust in you. (3x) 
 
 
Eternal Father, I offer You, the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your 
dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus, in atonement for our sins and those of 
the whole world. (Prayed after each decade) 
 
First decade: 
For the sake of Jesus’ sorrowful passion, Abba Father, have mercy on us and 
the whole world and on the people who are affected by the Coronavirus. 
 
 
Second decade: 
For the sake of Jesus’ sorrowful passion, Abba Father, have mercy on us and 
the whole world and on the doctors, nurses and health workers who are 
caring for the sick. 
 
 
Third decade: 
For the sake of Jesus’ sorrowful passion, Abba Father, have mercy on us and 
the whole world; we beg you to bring the outbreak under control. 
 

 
Fourth decade: 
For the sake of Jesus’ sorrowful passion, Abba Father, have mercy on us and 
the whole world and on those who have died to the Coronavirus; grant 
peace to their souls. 
 
 
Fifth decade: 
For the sake of Jesus’ sorrowful passion, Abba Father, have mercy on us and 
the whole world and on the families of the victims; grant them your 
comforting Grace. 
 
 
Say 3 times: 
Holy God, Holy Mighty One,  
Holy Immortal one, 
Have mercy on us and on the whole world. 
 
 
Closing Prayer: 
Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of compassion 
inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase Your mercy in us, that in 
difficult moments we might not despair nor become despondent, but with great 
confidence submit ourselves to Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy itself. 
 
Jesus I Trust in You (3x) 
St Faustina – Pray for us (3x) 
 
For the intentions of Pope Francis: 1 Our Father, 1 Hail May, 1 Glory Be 

 

Healing Prayer 

Jesus, may Your pure and healthy blood circulate in our ailing organism, and 
may Your pure and healthy body transform our weak bodies, and may a 
healthy and vigorous life throb within us, if it is truly Your holy will. 





 

 

 

 

PROJECT COMPASSION 2020 

ARCHDIOCESE OF PERTH 

– PARISH DONATIONS DURING COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS 

 

 
DONATION METHOD 
 

 
ACTION REQUIRED 
 

Weekly Project Compassion 
envelope or donation box 

• If by cash, either deliver to your parish office or deposit 
at an NAB branch (see Caritas Australia’s banking 
details below) 

• If by credit card or cheque, either deliver to your parish 
office or mail to Caritas’ Highgate office (see address 
below) 

 

Project Compassion website If by credit card: https://lent.caritas.org.au/#blank 
 

EFT Caritas’ banking details:   
BSB                    086 006 

  Account No.       826 198 877 
  Account name    Caritas Australia WA Project Compassion 
  Reference           Parish Name e.g. “South Perth Parish” 

Cheque Either deliver to your parish office or mail to Caritas’ 
Highgate office (see address below) 

 

Cash Deliver to your parish office or deposit at an NAB branch 
(see Caritas’ banking details above) 
 

Phone 
 

• 08 9422 7925. This is Caritas’ Highgate office, Monday 
to Friday. 

• 1800 024 413 This is Caritas’ National Office. 
 

Mail If by cheque or credit card:  
40A Mary Street, HIGHGATE  WA  6003 
 

In person    If by cash, credit card or cheque:  
 Leave at reception, Catholic Pastoral Centre (CPC), 40A 
Mary Street, HIGHGATE  WA, Monday to Friday, 9:00am-
5:00pm, subject to CPC remining open during COVID-19 
emergency.  

 

 

 

 

https://lent.caritas.org.au/#blank


Matthew 26:14-27:66 © 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Key: N. Narrator. ✠ Jesus. O. Other single speaker. C. Crowd, or more than one speaker. 

  N. One of the Twelve, the man called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, 
  O. What are you prepared to give me if I hand him over to you? 
  N. They paid him thirty silver pieces, and from that moment he looked for an opportunity to betray 

him. 
  Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus to say, 
  C. Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the passover? 
  N. He replied: 

  ✠ Go to so-and-so in the city and say to him, ‘The Master says: My time is near. It is at your 

house that I am keeping Passover with my disciples.’ 
  N. The disciples did what Jesus told them and prepared the Passover. 
  When evening came he was at table with the twelve disciples. And while they were eating he 

said: 

  ✠ I tell you solemnly, one of you is about to betray me. 

  N. They were greatly distressed and started asking him in turn, 
  C. Not I, Lord, surely? 
  N. He answered, 

  ✠ Someone who has dipped his hand into the dish with me will betray me. The Son of Man is 

going to his fate, as the scriptures say he will, but alas for that man by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed! Better for that man if he had never been born! 

  N. Judas, who was to betray him, asked in his turn, 
  O. Not I, Rabbi, surely? 
  N. Jesus answered: 

  ✠ They are your own words. 

  N. Now as they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and when he had said the blessing he 
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

  ✠ Take it and eat; this is my body. 

  N. Then he took a cup, and when he had returned thanks he gave it to them, saying: 

  ✠ Drink, all of you, from this, for this is my blood, the blood of the covenant, which is to be poured 

out for many for the forgiveness of sins. From now on, I tell you, I shall not drink wine until the day I 
drink the new wine with you in the kingdom of my Father. 

  N. After psalms had been sung they left for the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them, 

  ✠ You will all lose faith in me this night, for the scripture says: I shall strike the shepherd and the 

sheep of the flock will be scattered, but after my resurrection I shall go before you to Galilee. 
  N. At this, Peter said, 
  O. Though all lose faith in you, I will never lose faith. 
  N. Jesus answered him, 

  ✠ I tell you solemnly, this very night, before the cock crows, you will have disowned me three 

times. 
  N. Peter said to him, 
  O. Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you. 
  N. And all the disciples said the same. 
  Then Jesus came with them to a small estate called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, 

  ✠ Stay here while I go over there to pray. 

  N. He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee with him. And sadness came over him, and great 
distress. Then he said to them, 

  ✠ My soul is sorrowful to the point of death. Wait here and keep awake with me. 

  N. And going on a little further he fell on his face and prayed: 

  ✠ My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass me by. Nevertheless, let it be as you, not I, would 

have it. 
  N. He came back to the disciples and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter: 

  ✠ So you had not the strength to keep awake with me one hour? You should be awake, and 

praying not to be put to the test. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. 
  N. Again, a second time, he went away and prayed: 

  ✠ My Father, if this cup cannot pass by without my drinking it, your will be done! 

https://www.universalis.com/Australia/20200405/mass.htm#copyright


  N. And he came back again and found them sleeping, their eyes were so heavy. Leaving them 
there, he went away again and prayed for the third time, repeating the same words. Then he came 
back to the disciples and said to them, 

  ✠ You can sleep on now and take your rest. Now the hour has come when the Son of Man is to 

be betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up! Let us go! My betrayer is already close at hand. 
  N. He was still speaking when Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared, and with him a large number 

of men armed with swords and clubs, sent by the chief priests and elders of the people. Now the 
traitor had arranged a sign with them. He had said, 

  O. ‘The one I kiss, he is the man. Take him in charge.’ 
  N. So he went straight up to Jesus and said, 
  O. Greetings, Rabbi. 
  N. and kissed him. Jesus said to him, 

  ✠ My friend, do what you are here for. 

  N. Then they came forward, seized Jesus and took him in charge. At that, one of the followers 
of Jesus grasped his sword and drew it; he struck out at the high priest’s servant, and cut off his ear. 
Jesus then said, 

  ✠ Put your sword back, for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. Or do you think that I 

cannot appeal to my Father who would promptly send more than twelve legions of angels to my 
defence? But then, how would the scriptures be fulfilled that say this is the way it must be? 

  N. It was at this time that Jesus said to the crowds, 

  ✠ Am I a brigand, that you had to set out to capture me with swords and clubs? I sat teaching in 

the Temple day after day and you never laid hands on me. 
  N. Now all this happened to fulfil the prophecies in scripture. Then all the disciples deserted him 

and ran away. 
  The men who had arrested Jesus led him off to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and 

the elders were assembled. Peter followed him at a distance, and when he reached the high priest’s 
palace, he went in and sat down with the attendants to see what the end would be. 

  The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus, however 
false, on which they might pass the death sentence. But they could not find any, though several lying 
witnesses came forward. Eventually two stepped forward and made a statement, 

  O. This man said: ‘I have power to destroy the Temple of God and in three days build it up.’ 
  N. The high priest then stood up and said to him, 
  O. Have you no answer to that? What is this evidence these men are bringing against you? 
  N. But Jesus was silent. And the high priest said to him, 
  O. I put you on oath by the living God to tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God. 
  N. Jesus answered: 

  ✠ The words are your own. Moreover, I tell you that from this time onward you will see the Son 

of Man seated at the right hand of the Power and coming on the clouds of heaven. 
  N. At this, the high priest tore his clothes and said, 
  O. He has blasphemed. What need of witnesses have we now? There! You have just heard the 

blasphemy. What is your opinion? 
  N. They answered, 
  C. He deserves to die. 
  N. Then they spat in his face and hit him with their fists; others said as they struck him, 
  C. Play the prophet, Christ! Who hit you then? 
  N. Meanwhile Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a servant-girl came up to him and 

said, 
  O. You too were with Jesus the Galilean. 
  N. But he denied it in front of them all, saying: 
  O. I do not know what you are talking about. 
  N. When he went out to the gateway another servant-girl saw him and said to the people there, 
  O. This man was with Jesus the Nazarene. 
  N. And again, with an oath, he denied it: 
  O. I do not know the man. 
  N. A little later the bystanders came up and said to Peter, 
  C. You are one of them for sure! Why, your accent gives you away. 
  Then he started calling down curses on himself and swearing: 
  O. I do not know the man. 
  N. At that moment the cock crew, and Peter remembered what Jesus had said, ‘Before the cock 

crows you will have disowned me three times.’ And he went outside and wept bitterly. 



  When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people met in council to bring 
about the death of Jesus. They had him bound, and led him away to hand him over to Pilate, the 
governor. 

  When he found that Jesus had been condemned, Judas his betrayer was filled with remorse and 
took the thirty silver pieces back to the chief priests and elders, saying: 

  O. I have sinned. I have betrayed innocent blood. 
  N. They replied: 
  C. What is that to us? That is your concern. 
  N. And flinging down the silver pieces in the sanctuary he made off and hanged himself. The 

chief priests picked up the silver pieces and said, 
  C. It is against the Law to put this into the treasury: it is blood-money. 
  N. So they discussed the matter and bought the potter’s field with it as a graveyard for foreigners, 

and this is why the field is called the Field of Blood today. The words of the prophet Jeremiah were 
then fulfilled: And they took the thirty silver pieces, the sum at which the precious One was priced by 
children of Israel, and they gave them for the potter’s field, just as the Lord directed me. 

  Jesus, then, was brought before the governor, and the governor put to him this question: 
  O. Are you the king of the Jews? 
  N. Jesus replied, 

  ✠ It is you who say it. 

  N. But when he was accused by the chief priests and the elders he refused to answer at all. 
Pilate then said to him, 

  O. Do you not hear how many charges they have brought against you? 
  N. But to the governor’s complete amazement, he offered no reply to any of the charges. 
  At festival time it was the governor’s practice to release a prisoner for the people, anyone they 

chose. Now there was at that time a notorious prisoner whose name was Barabbas. So when the 
crowd gathered, Pilate said to them, 

  O. Which do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ? 
  N. For Pilate knew it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. Now as he was seated 

in the chair of judgement, his wife sent him a message, 
  O. Have nothing to do with that man; I have been upset all day by a dream I had about him. 
  N. The chief priests and the elders, however, had persuaded the crowd to demand the release 

of Barabbas and the execution of Jesus. So when the governor spoke and asked them, 
  O. Which of the two do you want me to release for you? 
  N. they said, 
  C. Barabbas. 
  N. Pilate said to them: 
  O. But in that case, what am I to do with Jesus who is called Christ? 
  N. They all said: 
  C. Let him be crucified! 
  N. Pilate asked: 
  O. Why? What harm has he done? 
  N. But they shouted all the louder, 
  C. Let him be crucified! 
  N. Then Pilate saw that he was making no impression, that in fact a riot was imminent. So he 

took some water, washed his hands in front of the crowd and said, 
  O. I am innocent of this man’s blood. It is your concern. 
  N. And the people, to a man, shouted back, 
  C. His blood be on us and on our children! 
  N. Then he released Barabbas for them. He ordered Jesus to be first scourged and then handed 

over to be crucified. 
  The governor’s soldiers took Jesus with them into the Praetorium and collected the whole cohort 

round him. Then they stripped him and made him wear a scarlet cloak, and having twisted some 
thorns into a crown they put this on his head and placed a reed in his right hand. To make fun of him 
they knelt to him saying, 

  C. Hail, king of the Jews! 
  N. And they spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head with it. And when they 

had finished making fun of him, they took off the cloak and dressed him in his own clothes and led 
him away to crucify him. 
  



 
  On their way out, they came across a man from Cyrene, Simon by name, and enlisted him to 

carry his cross. When they had reached a place called Golgotha, that is, the place of the skull, they 
gave him wine to drink mixed with gall, which he tasted but refused to drink. When they had finished 
crucifying him they shared out his clothing by casting lots, and then sat down and stayed there 
keeping guard over him. 

  Above his head was placed the charge against him; it read: ‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.’ 
At the same time two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 

  The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads and said, 
  C. So you would destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days! Then save yourself! If you are 

God’s son, come down from the cross! 
  N. The chief priests with the scribes and elders mocked him in the same way, saying: 
  C. He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the king of Israel; let him come down from the 

cross now, and we will believe in him. He puts his trust in God; now let God rescue him if he wants 
him. For he did say, ‘I am the son of God.’ 

  N. Even the robbers who were crucified with him taunted him in the same way. 
  From the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth 

hour, Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 

  ✠ Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? 

  N. That is, ‘My God, my God, why have you deserted me?’ When some of those who stood there 
heard this, they said, 

  C. The man is calling on Elijah. 
  N. and one of them quickly ran to get a sponge which he dipped in vinegar and, putting it on a 

reed, gave it him to drink. The rest of them said: 
  C. Wait! See if Elijah will come to save him. 
  N. But Jesus, again crying out in a loud voice, yielded up his spirit. 
  Here all kneel and pause for a short time. 
  At that, the veil of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom; the earth quaked; the rocks 

were split; the tombs opened and the bodies of many holy men rose from the dead, and these, after 
his resurrection, came out of the tombs, entered the Holy City and appeared to a number of people. 
Meanwhile the centurion, together with the others guarding Jesus, had seen the earthquake and all 
that was taking place, and they were terrified and said, 

  C. In truth this was a son of God. 
  N. And many women were there, watching from a distance, the same women who had followed 

Jesus from Galilee and looked after him. Among them were Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother of 
James and Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons. 

  When it was evening, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, called Joseph, who had himself 
become a disciple of Jesus. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate 
thereupon ordered it to be handed over. So Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean shroud and 
put it in his own new tomb which he had hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a large stone across 
the entrance of the tomb and went away. Now Mary of Magdala and the other Mary were there, 
sitting opposite the sepulchre. 

  Next day, that is, when Preparation Day was over, the chief priests and the Pharisees went in a 
body to Pilate and said to him, 

  C. Your Excellency, we recall that this impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I 
shall rise again.’ Therefore give the order to have the sepulchre kept secure until the third day, for 
fear his disciples come and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead.’ This 
last piece of fraud would be worse than what went before. 

  N. Pilate said to them: 
  O. You may have your guard. Go and make all as secure as you know how. 
  N. So they went and made the sepulchre secure, putting seals on the stone and mounting a 

guard. 

The readings on this page are from the Jerusalem Bible, which is used at Mass in most of the 
English-speaking world. The New American Bible readings, which are used at Mass in the United 
States, are available in the Universalis apps, programs and downloads. 

 

https://www.universalis.com/Australia/20200405/n-apps.htm
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