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Parish Priest:  Rev Fr. Joseph Rathnaraj P: 9454 6385 M: 0433529770 (Emergency only)  

  joseph.rathnaraj@perthcatholic.org.au 
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Parish Secretary:  Mrs Monica Holmes P: 9454 6385  maida.vale@perthcatholic.org.au 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

An email was sent on Saturday, 16 May 2020, informing Parishioners that the church will be opened 

from Monday 18 May for daily weekly mass at 7:00pm – limited to 20 Parishioners at each mass. 

There are no weekend masses. Programme as follows: 

Monday to Friday Mass evening    7:00pm  

Monday to Friday (except Wednesday Rosary before mass    6:30pm 

Wednesday Novena in Honour of Our Lady of Miraculous 

Medal & Divine Mercy chaplet 

   6:30pm 

Thursday and Friday Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and 

Rosary 

   6:30pm 

See attachment to the email: 2020.5.15 May 2020 re Phase 2 COVID WA Roadmap Pastoral letter.pdf. This 

information can also be found on the Parish website www.stfrancisofassisi.org.au > News and Events > Parish 

News > Directives for Churches and Chapels with the Catholic Archdiocese of Perth - Phase 2 COVID-19 

Roadmap. 

 

A REFLECTION ON HOLY SPIRIT 

 

TOWARDS A TRANSFORMED LIFE 

 

Dear Parishioners 

SHALOM of Jesus to every one of you. We are almost at the end of the pandemic and are heading towards a 

new future, healthy and holy. The Feast of the Holy Spirit initiates in us a new transformed life. The Holy Spirit 

leads us into a new life. 

After Jesus had completed his Salvific Mission on earth, it still remained necessary for us to become sharers in 

the divine nature of the Lord. We had to give up our own life and be so transformed that we would begin to live 
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an entirely new kind of life that would be pleasing to God. This was something we could do only by sharing in 

the Holy Spirit. The sending of the Holy Spirit by the Lord and the Spirit’s descent upon us took place after the 

departure of Christ. As long as Jesus was with them in flesh it must have seemed to believers that they possessed 

every blessing in them. But when the time came for him to ascend to his heavenly Father, it was necessary for 

him to be united through his Spirit to those who worshipped him and to dwell in our hearts through Faith. Only 

by his own presence within us in this way could he give us confidence to cry out “Abba Father”, make it easy 

for us to grow in holiness. Through the possession of the all-powerful Spirit, he will fortify us invincibly against 

the wiles of the devil and the assaults of man and the world. 

There are examples in both Old and New Testaments that the Spirit changes those in whom he comes to dwell. 

He so transforms them that they begin to live a completely new kind of life. King Saul, in the Book of Samuel, 

was told by Prophet Samuel: The Spirit of the Lord will take possession of you and you shall be changed into 

another man. St. Paul writes: As we behold the glory of the Lord with unveiled faces, that glory, which comes 

from the Lord, who is the Spirit, transforms us all into his own likeness, from one degree of glory to another. 

Thus, the Spirit changes those in whom he comes to dwell and alters the whole pattern of their lives. With the 

Spirit within them, it is quite natural for people who had been absorbed by the things of the world to become 

entirely other-worldly in outlook and for the cowards to become people of great courage. No doubt, all these 

happened to the disciples of Jesus. The strength we from the Spirit enables us to hold firmly to the love of Christ, 

facing the violence of persecution unafraid. It was to our advantage that Jesus returned to heaven and it was 

the time appointed for the descent of the Holy Spirit. So let us keep open our hearts and minds to the power of 

the Holy Spirit who will transform our lives. “Come, Holy Spirit and fill our hearts and lead us to your whole 

Truth”. May the Spirit of Jesus fill you all. God bless. 

Fr Joseph 

 

 
A PRAYER FOR PARISH RENEWAL 

 
O GOD, RENEW YOUR WONDERS IN OUR TIMES BY SENDING THE HOLY SPIRIT UPON THE 
CHURCH AS FOR A NEW PENTECOST. OUR HEARTS AWAIT YOUR GIFTS, O HOLY SPIRIT, OF 
RECONCILIATION, PEACE, PERSONAL FAITH IN OUR REDEEMER AND A DEEP AND SHARING 
UNITY WITH ONE ANOTHER AND WITH ALL.  CONFIDENTLY WE MAKE THIS PRAYER THROUGH 
YOU, JESUS OUR SAVING LORD. 
PRAY FOR US, O HOLY MOTHER OF GOD THAT WE MAY BE LED INTO THE PROMISES OF CHRIST 
YOUR SON. AMEN 
 
(The Prayer of Blessed Pope John XXIII at the start of Vatican II) 
To be prayed daily individually and in common in preparation for a Parish Renewal. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

St Francis of Assisi Website: www.stfrancisofassisi.org.au 

The following webpages have been updated: 

Main > Notice Board: 
 Archbishop Costelloe’s Pastoral Letter concerns the McGowan Government’s Children and Community 

Services Amendment Bill (2019) 

 9-Days Novena to the Holy Spirit - 22 to 30 May 2020 
 Word of Encouragement to the Catholic People of Australia from the Bishops of Australia 
 Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School currently accepting enrolments for 2021 

News and Events > 

Bulletin and Reflection 
Parish News > 

From Catholic Archdiocese of Perth: 

 The Archbishop’s letter to the Hon. Simone McGurk, Minister for Child Protection, Women’s Interests; 
Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence and Community Services 

 Directives for Churches and Chapels with the Catholic Archdiocese of Perth - Phase 2 COVID-19 
Roadmap 

 The Record 

 Archdiocese of Perth Communications Newsletter 
  

Links > to various organisations 

Activities > Children  
 

 

 

PILGRIM STATUE 

We have 2 pilgrim statues available.   

If anyone wishes to have one in their home for 1-2 weeks. 

Please call Betty on 0400185463 
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PERMANENT PART TIME EMPLOYMENT (0.40 FTE) 
PASTORAL WORKER  

THE MINISTRY WITH DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING PEOPLE 
 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Perth, Ministry with Deaf and Hard of Hearing People has a vacancy for a permanent 
Part-Time (16 hours per week) Pastoral Worker to assist the Catholic Chaplain.  Applicants with either a formal 
qualification in Pastoral Work or proven Pastoral Work expertise in a parish, school or organisational setting 
should apply as well as those with basic accreditation in Adult Faith Education and Religious Education teaching 
or equivalent. The applicant will have good organisational and admin skills and a current driver’s license together 
with an understanding of the Catholic ethos and values, be familiar with Catholic rituals and commit to working 
in a team.  Desirable skills include Auslan or Signed English, experience with websites, social media and Facebook 
and the ability to use Word, Outlook and Powerpoint.  To receive the Job Description and submit your application 
by Monday 15 June 2020, please contact Barbara Harris by email: emmanuelcentre@westnet.com.au  

 

EUCHARISTIC EXPERIENCE RETREAT 

Live Vincentian Retreat Centre Perth led by Fr Varghese Parackal VC. A powerful, life transforming experience 
from 7 June to 11 June 2020 – 7:00 to 9:30 pm 
 

 
PRO-LIFE VIDEO 
 
Produced by the National Civic Council and Australian Family Association for the Coalition for Defence of 
Human Life.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zXsR7z-iFw&t=51s 

 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION – EMAIL FROM MARGARET LEA 

 
From: Margaret Lea [mailto:margaret.lea@marymackilloptoday.org.au]  

Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2020 8:27 AM 

To: Maida Vale Parish <maida.vale@perthcatholic.org.au> 

Subject: KEEPING IN TOUCH 

Good morning Father Joseph Rathnaraj, 

I am not sure if you are checking emails during this very difficult and challenging time. 

Father I wanted to take this opportunity to let you know that you, your staff and all your parishioners are in my thoughts 
and prayers. 

God bless you all. 

Margaret Lea 

Parish Liaison Officer 
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For the Sick: Simon Hall, Elaine & George Beswick, James Paul, Joan Andree, Rose Graham,  

Edna Tulkar, Camilla Di Renzo, Candice, Anna Drysdale, Ann-Marie Colleen, Rosa Maria Santos,  

Molly Brokhenshire, Francisco & Sebastiana Lopes Da Cruz (Jakarta),  Roland Aungsein, Xavier  Fernandez, 

Reniel De Leon, Doreen Webber, Colene, Fernando Xavier, Gleno & Luiz Gonzaga Dili (East Timor),  

Caroline Wise, Bob Ranford, Philip and Noelle Payet, Peter  Lloyd, Sardar Correia, Lynette Arnold,  

Carmela Ridolfo, Brian Hookens, Lawrence, Tania Gilbert, Andre Beauford, George Pillay, Von Lockwood,  

Alma McDonald, Elvina Horner. 

Contact Monica Holmes, Parish Secretary for names to be added or deleted to the Sick List. 

 

In Memoriam: William McAuliffe, Catena Mancuso, Bevan McLennan, Robert Vinneir, Kenneth John McDougall, 

Fr Joseph Francis Russell, Phyllis Curtis, Kevin Rennie Hendroff, Lui Marchesani, George Lincoln Samuel,  

John Francis Corrigan, Tindaro Giardino, Donald Fernandez, Edwin Soochek, Abina Mansfield, Michael Mansfield, 

Rudolph Keswick, Peggy Morup. 

 

Mass for Death Anniversaries 

Fr Joseph is now able to offer masses for death anniversaries at the daily weekly masses. If you are not able to 

attend and wish to offer a mass, please email maida.vale@perthcatholic.org.au.  If you wish to give money in 

an envelope to Father then you can drop it into his letterbox which is the 3rd gate of the Church.  Please write 

details on the envelope. 

 

PENTECOST SUNDAY – 31ST MAY 2020 
 
 
First Reading   Acts 2:1-11  
 

When Pentecost day came round, they had all met in one room, when suddenly they heard what sounded like 

a powerful wind from heaven, the noise of which filled the entire house in which they were sitting; and something 

appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire; these separated and came to rest on the head of each of 

them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave them 

the gift of speech. 

Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation under heaven, and at this sound they all 

assembled, each one bewildered to hear these men speaking his own language. They were amazed and 

astonished. ‘Surely’ they said ‘all these men speaking are Galileans? How does it happen that each of us hears 

them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; as well as 

visitors from Rome – Jews and proselytes alike – Cretans and Arabs; we hear them preaching in our own 

language about the marvels of God. ’Throughout the earth men spoke the same language, with the same 

vocabulary. Now as they moved eastwards they found a plain in the land of Shinar where they settled. They 

said to one another, ‘Come, let us make bricks and bake them in the fire.’ (For stone they used bricks, and for 

mortar they used bitumen). ‘Come,’ they said ‘let us build ourselves a town and a tower with its top reaching 

heaven. Let us make a name for ourselves, so that we may not be scattered about the whole earth.’ 

Now the Lord came down to see the town and the tower that the sons of man had built. ‘So they are all a single 

people with a single language!’ said the Lord. ‘This is but the start of their undertakings! There will be nothing 
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too hard for them to do. Come, let us go down and confuse their language on the spot so that they can no 

longer understand one another.’ The Lord scattered them thence over the whole face of the earth, and they 

stopped building the town. It was named Babel therefore, because there the Lord confused the language of the 

whole earth. It was from there that the Lord scattered them over the whole face of the earth. 

 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
 
R. Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth  
 
or Alleluia.  
 
Bless the Lord, my soul! Lord God, how great you are, How many are your works, O Lord! The earth is full of 
your riches. R. 
 
You take back your spirit, they die, returning to the dust from which they came. You send forth your spirit, they 
are created; and you renew the face of the earth. R. 
 
May the glory of the Lord last forever! May the Lord rejoice in his works! May my thoughts be pleasing to him.     
I find my joy in the Lord. R.  

 

 

Second Reading       1 Corinthians 12:3-7,12-13 

No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord’ unless he is under the influence of the Holy Spirit. 

There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; there are all sorts of service to be done, but always to 

the same Lord; working in all sorts of different ways in different people, it is the same God who is working 

in all of them. The particular way in which the Spirit is given to each person is for a good purpose. 

Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit because all these parts, though 

many, make one body, so it is with Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, 

slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit was given to us all to drink. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation          

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 

and kindle in them the fire of your love. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel             John 20:19-23 

In the evening of the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, for 

fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed them 

his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, 

‘Peace be with you. 

‘As the Father sent me, 

so am I sending you.’ 

After saying this he breathed on them and said: 

‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 

For those whose sins you forgive, 

they are forgiven; 

for those whose sins you retain, 

they are retained.’ 

 

 

 


