
 

REFLECTIONS 

EASTER JOY and GLORY 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

EASTER WEEK is a precious week during which the Risen Lord is going round to visit His faithful, 

blessing them with his Peace and Joy. Pope St. John Paul used to say very often that “We are an 

Easter People and Alleluia is our Song”. Alleluia is an expression of the Divine Joy given by Jesus. 

The Apostles were filled with Joy when they saw Jesus alive after his death and when He appeared 

to them, ate with them, allowed them to touch him and feel the Joy of His presence. We too can feel 

the Joy of Easter when we open our hearts in great faith to the presence of the Lord. 

 

While enjoying the same Joy, specially at this trying time of scare and anxiety, we may also ask the 

Lord, along with Psalmist in Psalm 13 (appendix 1). HOW LONG, LORD?....How long will You hide 

Your face from me? How long shall I must suffer pain in my soul and grief in my heart, all the day 

long? Look upon me and answer, O Lord my God. Give light to my eyes lest I sleep the sleep of 

death…..I put my trust in your unfailing love, my heart rejoices in your redeeming grace and I will 

sing to the Lord, for he has been good to me. 

Yes, we all need an answer to “How long…Lord?.” 

 

His answer comes in the form of another Psalm 15 (appendix 2), in which the Lord asks us to look 

at the way of our life and adopt a life proposed by the Lord in the Psalm. 

 

Whoever walks the straight path and does what is right. Who speaks the truth from his heart and 

does not slander with his tongue. Who does no wrong to his friends, nor casts a slur on his neighbour. 

Who looks down on evildoers but esteems those who fear the Lord. Who stand by a pledge at any 

cost. Who does not lend money at interest nor takes a bribe against the innocent. Such a one will 

never be shaken. 

 

May be, the time of Easter offers us time to consider the proposals of the Lord and effect any change 

in our life style, eventually enjoying the Joy of the Lord that is poured abundantly on us. We shall 

always remember that “We are an Easter People and Alleluia is our Song”. 

 

EASTER BLESSINGS TO ALL 

 

Fr Joseph Rathnaraj 

Parish Priest 

http://www.stfrancisofassisi.org.au/images/pdf/Psalm_13.pdf


appendix 1 

Psalm 13 

Prayer for Deliverance 

A Psalm of David 

 

 
1 How long, O LORD, will you forget me 

 and hide your face from me?  

 

2 How long must I suffer pain in my soul 

 and grief in my heart all the day long? 

 How long shall my enemy triumph over me?  

 

3 Look on me and answer, LORD my God!. 

 Give light to my eyes, lest I will sleep the sleep of death; 

 

4 lest my enemy say, “I have overpowered him,” 

 lest my foes rejoice in seeing me stumble. 

 
5 But I put my trust in your unfailing love; 

 my heart rejoices in your redeeming grace.  

 I will sing the LORD’s praise, for he has been good to me! 
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appendix 2 

Psalm 15 

Lord, Who Shall Dwell in Your Tent? 

A Psalm of David 

 

 
1 O LORD, who shall dwell in your tent 

 and reside on your holy mount  

 

2 Whoever walks the straight path 

 and does what is right;  

 who speaks the truth from his heart 

 

3 and does not slander with his tongue; 

 Who does no wrong to his friends, 

 Nor casts a slur on his neighbour; 

 

4 who looks down on evildoers, 

 But esteems those who fear the LORD, 

 Who stands by a pledge at any cost; 

 
5 who does not lend money at interest, 

 nor takes a bribe against the innocent. 

 Such a one will never be shaken. 
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